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Gregory B. Morrison (2004) Chair
Atlanta, Georgia,
 
 
Gregory B. Morrison served as Corporate Chief Information Officer for Cox Enterprises, a 
communications, media, and automotive services company from February 2002 until his 
retirement in January 2020. There, he was responsible for providing corporate strategic 
planning and policy development, leveraging deployment of new information technology 
across the company’s operations. Previously, Mr. Morrison spent 12 years with Prudential 
Financial, serving in a variety of Information Technology and Systems leadership and CIO 
roles. Mr. Morrison brings to the board of trustees extensive knowledge and expertise with 
large-scale business transformations and technology deployments. He also serves as 
director of Rollins, Inc., Veritex Holdings, Inc., Amerisure Mutual Insurance Company, and 
IEWC Corporation. In addition, he serves as Chairman of the Clark Atlanta University board 
of trustees. Mr. Morrison holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics and Physics 

from South Carolina State University and a Master of Science degree in Industrial Engineering from Northwestern 
University. Mr. Morrison was also a commissioned officer in the United States Army Signal Corps.

Leonard Walker (2005), Vice Chair
Atlanta, Georgia

Leonard Walker brings previous banking and venture capital exposure to the Board of 
Trustees. As Business Baking Division Manager for Wells Fargo Bank (formerly Wachovia 
Bank, N.A.), he headed banking activities for more than 4,000 companies with annual sales 
ranging from $3M to more than $25M and maintaining responsibility for all corporate 
banking, treasury services, credit and capital management needs for Business Banking 
Customers in Atlanta. As founder and principal of Cyber-Starts, an institution-backed 
venture capital firm based in Atlanta and funded, in part, by Wachovia, Walker created, 
acquired, and managed companies focusing on the intersection of financial services and 
technology. Walker’s banking career includes 11 years with JPMorgan Chase in New York, 

New York, where he held a number of senior management positions, including Small Business Financial Services and 
Division Executive in Middle Market Banking. Mr. Walker serves on the Board of the YMCA Metro Atlanta, Grady Health 
Foundation, Central Atlanta Progress and Midtown Alliance. Recipient of the Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from 
Davidson College and Master of Business Administration degree from Columbia University, he is a graduate of the 
Harvard Business School Program for Management Development. Mr. Walker chairs the Board of Trustees’ Finance and 
Audit Committee.
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Stephanie Russell (2013) (MBA 1993) Secretary
Atlanta, GA

Guided by a commitment to service as community activist and volunteer, Mrs. Russell has 
focused her attention and energies in the areas of health and education as they impact the 
well-being of children and women, particularly African-American. Professionally, Mrs. 
Russell served internships with the Coca-Cola Company and McMaster-Carr Industry 
Supply Company, after which she held positions as brand Manager, Fountain Division, 
the Coca-Cola Company; Product Development Manager, Bell South Cellular, where she 
was responsible for creating brand relevancy and advertising plans for the GT Wireless 
program. Mrs. Russell actively supports several organizations and initiatives. Following 
a successful transplant between her husband and his brother and garnering in excess of 
$300,000, she organized and sponsored the first-ever African American Kidney Fund Gala 

to advance awareness and promote the Fund. In addition, the Fund was beneficiary of a $100,000 family gift. Mrs. Russell 
serves as member of several philanthropic and community organizations including: Board of the National Black Arts 
Foundation, Wren’s Nest; Villages of Carver YMCA; and the Westminster Schools “Wilbur and Hilda Glenn Institute for 
Philanthropy and to Serve Learning. She is actively involved on committees within the Woodward Academy community 
and the Girl Scoun he 
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John Hope Bryant (2022)



Clark Atlanta Uniersity |  Board of Trustees  |  2023-20244

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY

James H. Colon (2013)
Marysville, Washington

Current Co-Owner of Marysville Toyota in Marysville, Washington, James Colon previously 
served as Toyota Vice President, African American Business Strategy for North America, 
where he was responsible for engaging Hispanic and African American business and media 
communities and building a network of Toyota Associates and team members across 
regions to optimize relationships with these constituencies. Prior to assuming this role, 
Colon was vice president of product communications for Toyota Motor Sales (TMS) U.S.A., 
Inc., where he was responsible for creating, gathering, and managing information for 
promotion initiatives for Toyota-brand vehicles in addition to product sales and training. 
Colon held various roles at Toyota regional offices and TMS headquarters in Torrance, 
California, including general manager for the Portland and Chicago regions and vice 

president of sales for the Toyota Division with responsibility for sales support of Toyota regional offices, public 
companies, and private distributors. Trustee Colon serves on the Board of Directors for Black Star Project and the First 
Tee of South Los Angeles. In 20ll, he was selected to serve on the Board of Directors for California State University, Los 
Angeles’ Friends of Engineering, Computer Science and Technology, and is a member of the United Negro College Fund 
(UNCF) Los Angeles Leadership Council. In support of its mission to develop leaders, inform policy, and educate the 
public, Colon was recently appointed to Congressional Black Caucus Foundation. Colon is recipient of the bachelor’s 
degree in economics and business from Manchester University in North Manchester, Indiana. In May 2011, Mr. Colon was 
awarded the Honorary Doctorate degree in Humane Letters from Martin University in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Salvador Diaz-Verson, Jr. (1995)
Sarasota, Florida

Salvador Diaz-Verson, Jr., is Chairman and President of Diaz-Verson Capital Investments, 
a company formed in 1993. Previously retired as President and Chief Investment Officer of 
American Family Life Assurance Company (AFLAC), during which time the Company rose 
to become a Fortune 500 Company, where among his many achievements was the 
diversification of the specialty insurance company’s operations and holdings, nationally and 
internationally, opening offices in Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, Korea, the Cayman 
Islands, Canada, and the United Kingdom. Mr. Diaz-Verson serves on the Board of Directors 
of the National Black College Alumni Hall of Fame, Boys & Girls Club of America, 
Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation (GA), St. Francis Hospital (GA), American 
Cancer Society, United Way, Atlanta Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Regions Bank and 

Clemente Capital, Vestmark Inc., Foodsource, LLC, and Diaz Foods, the largest Hispanic-owned company distributing 
Latino and Specialty Food Products in the nation. Recipient of the Master’s degree in Business Administration from Florida 



Clark Atlanta University  |  Board of Trustees |  2023-2024 5

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY

Jeffrey T. Gilbert (2023)
Atlanta, Georgia

Jeffrey T. Gilbert leads the Global Security & Asset Protection team for The Coca-Cola 
Company and is responsible for Global (Physical) Security, including Digital Forensics 
Investigations, Business Threat Intelligence, Associate Safety and Asset Protection, Busi-
ness Continuity and Resilience, Incident Management and Crisis Resolution (IMCR). He 
leads a skilled team of security professionals, dedicated to the protection and safety of 
The Coca-Cola Company brand, associates, and assets. Prior to joining The Coca-Cola 
Company, Trustee Gilbert served as Sr. Vice President and Chief Security Officer for 
Warner Media, Inc., where he oversaw global security operations for Warner Media 
business interests, including HBO, Warner Brothers, Turner Broadcasting, CNN, and CNN 
International. For over twenty-six years, Mr. Gilbert served with the U.S. Government, 
including twenty-one years as a Special Agent with the United States Secret Service, where 

he held several senior executive positions, including the Special Agent in Charge of the United States Secret Service, 
Atlanta Field Division. Trustee Gilbert currently serves on the Board of Directors of the International Security Foundation 
(ISF) and the Georgia International Law Enforcement Exchange (GILEE). He maintains professional affiliations with several 
organizations including the International Security Management Association (ISMA), the U.S. Department of State, 
Overseas Advisory Council (OSAC), and the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE). 
Trustee Gilbert is a graduate of Hampton University and The Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.

Ernest G. Green (1999)
Washington, D.C.

Following the 1954 U.S. Supreme Court Brown vs. Board of Education decision declaring 
school segregation illegal, Green and eight other African-American students, later known 
as the “Little Rock Nine,” were the first to integrate Central High School in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. Several books, movies, and documentaries have chronicled Mr. Green and his 
eight classmates’ experience during their historic year at Central High School. On 
November 9, 1999, President William Clinton presented the “Little Rock Nine” with the 
nation’s highest civilian honor, the “Congressional Gold Medal.” Subsequently, as first 
member of the “Little Rock Nine” Mr. Green completed high school, earning his diploma 
from Central High School. Mr. Green is recipient of the Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Science degrees in Sociology from Michigan State University.  He subsequently served as 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of Labor for Employment and Training during the administration of President Jimmy Carter and 
was appointed by President William Clinton as Chairman of the African Development Foundation. On appointment by 
former United States Secretary of Education, Richard W. Riley, he served as Chairman of the Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities Capital Financing Advisory Board.  In addition to currently serving as member of the Clark Atlanta 
sUniversity Board of Trustees, Mr. Green has also served on the Fisk University Board of Trustees, member of the National 
Association of Securities professionals (NASP), where he served as Chairman for two consecutive years, Quality Education 
of Minorities (QEM), Council, United State Conference of Mayors, Action International, and Boy Scouts of America. He is 
a member of Sigma Pi Phi and Omega Psi Phi Fraternities. The recipient of countless awards during his lifetime, Mr. Green 
has been awarded honorary doctorate degrees from the University of Arkansas (2012), Spelman College, Central State 
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Richard Holmes (AU’84) (2010)
Atlanta, Georgia

Richard Holmes is retired Senior Vice President of the Metro Atlanta Region for Georgia 
Power. Prior to appointment as Corporate Compliance Officer in 2004, Mr. Holmes 
maintained responsibility for electric operations, sales and marketing, customer service/
business offices, governmental relations, and community economic development for 
Georgia Power’s 1.2M customers in metropolitan Atlanta. Mr. Holmes previously served 
on the boards of the Georgia State Department of Community Health (Chairman), Fort 
McPherson Local Redevelopment Authority, Literacy Action, Kennesaw State University 
Foundation, Columbus State University Foundation, American Association of Blacks in 
Energy, Atlanta Branch NAACP, Atlanta Beltline Partnership, and the Atlanta Police 
Foundation. In 1999, he served as Chairman of the Board of the Cobb Chamber of 

Commerce, becoming the first African American to lead the second largest Chamber in Georgia. He is a graduate of 
Leadership Georgia, Leadership Atlanta, Leadership Cobb, Leadership Columbus, and the Regional Leadership Institute. 
Mr. Holmes earned his B.S. degree from Columbus State University and the MBA degree from Atlanta University. He also 
completed the Harvard University Business School Program for Management Development. Mr. Holmes is current chair of 
the Board of Trustees’ Building and Grounds Committee

R. William (Bill) Ide, III (2004)
Atlanta, Georgia

R. William Ide, III, a partner in the law firm Akerman LLP, specializes in representing boards 
of directors, audit committees, and management with special investigations, ethics, 
corporate governance, crisis management, and strategic advice. He is a former member of 
the Boards of Directors of Popeyes and Albemarle Corporation. He has served as general 
counsel to Monsanto, Counselor to the United States Olympic Committee, and President 
of the American Bar. He chairs the EastWest Institute Board Executive Committee, serves 
on the boards of Clark Atlanta University, MetaJure and Rimidi. He cochairs the Conference 
Board ESG Center. Additionally, Mr. Ide is a member of the Georgia State University Board 
of Visitors, Law School. He holds a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Virginia (Law 
Review), Master of Business Administration degree in Finance from Georgia State University 
and a Bachelor’s degree from Washington and Lee University (cum laude, Varsity Basket-
ball). 
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Michael E. Melton (2007)
Atlanta, Georgia

Michael E. Melton is Founder, President and CEO of TME Enterprises (“TME”). 
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AL B. REID (’83) (2019)
Northbrook, Illinois

Al B Reid is the founder and CEO of Calypso Investment Partners which provides invest-
ment capital to innovative startups in a variety of industries. Prior to Calypso Investment 
Partners, Al served as a Corporate Development Officer for Abbott Laboratories and 
Baxter Healthcare. He is a Board Member of Farmers Insurance and Navis Clinical Labora-
tories and serves on the Advisory Boards for Fifth Level Capital, Fences Venture, and Aslan 
Capital. Reid is a longtime board member of the History Makers, APGA Tour and Chicago 
District Golf Association Foundation. Reid is a frequently invited panelist on topics related 
to executing corporate growth programs and building diverse and inclusive organizations. 
Reid received his B.A. degree in Communication from Clark Atlanta University and the M.S. 
degree in Management from Carnegie Mellon University. Reid and his wife, Cheri, live in                

                                       Northbrook, Illinois.

William F. Pickard (2022)
Detroit, Michigan

Dr. William F. Pickard, is Chairman of Global Automotive Alliance (GAA), 
Comanaging Partner, MGM Grand Detroit Casino, CEO, Bearwood Management 
Company, and co-owner of five black-owned newspapers. Pickard’s Forty-five-year entre-
preneurial career began as a McDonald franchisee in Detroit, Michigan. Since its founding 
in 1989, GAA has generated more than $5 billion in sales with eight plants in the U. S. and 
Canada, serving corporations such as Boeing, Mercedes-Benz, Ford, General Motors, 
Chrysler, Delphi, Johnson Controls, Starbucks, Home Depot and Merck Pharmaceutical. 
Dr. Pickard has served on numerous business and nonprofit boards, including Asset Ac-
ceptance Capital Corporation, Michigan National Bank, LaSalle Bank, Business Leaders for 
Michigan, National Urban League, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and Detroit Black Cham-

ber of Commerce. He is a life member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. In 2001, Pickard was awarded Michiganian of the 
Year for his business success, civic leadership and philanthropy. His appointment as first chair of the African Development 
Foundation in 1982 by President Ronald Reagan preceded appointment in 1991 to the National Advisory Committee 
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Bobbie Kennedy Sanford (CC’63) (2012)
Atlanta, Georgia

Bobbie Kennedy Sanford, Broker and Principal of Sanford Realty Company, Inc., established 
the first black real estate firm in DeKalb County, along with her late husband, Porter Sanford 
III, in 1965. She has amassed a distinguished record of achievement both within the real 
estate industry and as citizen extraordinaire. Mrs. Sanford has served in leadership 
positions at the county, state and national levels. Having served in leadership capacities 
within the DeKalb Association of Realtors, she was elected first African-American Female 
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Shaunté Norris, President (CAU’96) (2022)
National Alumni Association
Houston, Texas

Shaunté Norris is Special Education Coordinator in the Stafford Municipal School District. 
She is responsible for managing the assessment and programing needs of students with 
disabilities for the District.  Ms. Norris has worked in the Stafford Municipal School District 
for 27 years having previously worked as an Educational Diagnostician and Theatre Arts 
teacher. Recently elected 10th President and CAU National Alumni Association (CAUNAA) 
representative to the Board of Trustees, Ms. Norris previously served as CAUNAA Vice 
President, Vice President of Graduates and Undergraduates, Recording Secretary, and 
National Chair for Recruitment and Retention.  A co-founder of the Houston Chapter of 
the CAUAA, Ms. Norris served as President for six (6) years and, prior to which, she held 
positions as Vice President, Treasurer, Recruitment Chair and Financial Secretary.  Ms. Norris 

earned the Bachelor of Arts degree in Speech Communication and Theatre Arts with a concentration in Theatre Arts. A 
member of the Olympic Class of 1996 at Clark Atlanta University, Ms. Norris is recipient of the Master of Education degree 
in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of Houston. She Completed the Principal Certification at Lamar 
University, and, is a 2022 ly servein T_is Nᴠᴠя, pl
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Representative On behalf of the United Methodist Church (2020)
Rev. Dr. Michael T. McQueen
Central North District, North Georgia Conference 
Atlanta, Georgia

The Reverend Dr. Michael McQueen is senior pastor of St. James Methodist Church. Cited 
as one of the fastest growing congregations, church membership has expanded from 1,500 
to 3,500 members and more than 36 ministries since his arrival in 2006. Prior to his recent 
appointment as District Superintendent of the Central North District, North Georgia 
Conference of the United Methodist Church and his current pastorship, Rev. McQueen 
served as Senior Pastor at Ousley Methodist Church in Lithonia, Georgia, Associate and 
Senior Associate Pastor at Ben Hill United Methodist Church, where he served as 

Coordinator for Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century, for which he received the 2000 Award of Excellence 
as a Congregation Resource Center. Rev. Dr. McQueen has developed Minister in Training programs globally to train and 
equip local clergy to build homes. He has traveled to Zimbabwe, South Africa, the Bahamas, and the Philippines, to Kenya 
to assist in the fight against HIV/AIDS and build mud homes, and worked to develop ministries and medical missions, min-
istering to over 800 Haitians. He includes among his Board memberships the North Georgia Board of Pensions, Georgia 
Tech Wesley Foundation, Committee on Congregational Development, North Georgia Conference Black Church 
Development Committee, United Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union, Simpsonwood Board, Youth Hope Build-
ers Academy, the United Methodist Children’s Home, Kings Ridge Christian School, Faith Journey, Atlanta Roswell District 
Committee of Ordained Ministry. A Philadelphia native, Dr. McQueen is a graduate of Drexel University. He was awarded 
the Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees, with honors, from the Interdenominational Theological Center 
(ITC), where he has served as adjunct professor. In addition, Dr. McQueen has served on staff in the area of Contextual 
Education, at the Emory University Candler School of Theology. Dr. McQueen is  married to Wanda McQueen, and is the 
“proud” father of two sons and grandfather of one granddaughter. He enjoys reading, walking, and spending time with 
family.

REPRESENTATIVES
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REPRESENTATIVES

Dr. Kasim Alli 
Faculty Representative

Teri Platt 
Faculty Assembly Chair

Tversa P. Ricks 
Staff Assembly President

Kemryn Lawrence
SGA Graduate President

Lamin Secka
SGA Undergraduate President

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES


